H[STORY  OF  THE  NEW  WOULD.
wounded they were led to prison, with their hands tied be-
hind their backs to some pieces of wood, and there one
Agozil, of his own free will, cruelly murdered them with
violent stabs. Those who were in the ships, hearing of their
party being routed, took to their boats to escape; but they
were soon all taken, their leaders were hanged, and the rest
sent to the galleys. On the president's hearing of the arrival
of Contreras in PanamsL, and of the robbery they had com-
mittedj he started from Nombre de Deos'with a considerable
number of men to encounter him; but learning on the march
of his having been routed and the treasure recovered, ho
returned, and soon after sailed for Spain.1
Before I end the narrative of the affairs of Pcri^ and of
the false estimate that those people have formed of us, T will
relate how and in what manner the navigation from Panawtl
to that kingdom is effected. Ships generally leave in the
month of January and up to the end of April, which last is
the best of all the year, it being the summer, when the winds
generally blow from the north-east and east: and those ships
that sail at any other season undergo severe trials. When
loaded they leave Panamd and go to Taboga, or some other
island near it, to fill up their water. Those islands are called
the Pearls, because the Spaniards have found quantities
there. They then navigate to the westward a hundred or a
hundred and fifty miles, adopting that route on account of
the strong current constantly running to the eastward, after
which they cross over to Perti. When I sailed from Pauanul
to go to that country it was the month of June, and being
therefore winter the greater part of the passengers fell ill,
1 This extraordinary episode in the history of tho New World differs,
in some of its details, from the relation of Agostino Zaratc : according
to him, one of the brothers was drowned and the other was thought to
have been murdered, with all his companions, by the Indiana to whom
he fled. The plot was very near succeeding, by which a liwpw booty
would have been acquired than eyer fell into the hands of pirates. Tho
fortunate president arrived safely in Spain with all his treasure, (7Vw/w.)